Sylvia.
Oughtn't we stop this on principle!
Charteris.
Certainly not.   Principle's the poorest
reason I know for making yourself nasty.1
Tn spite of the satiric slant, the positive qualities of the New Women
are unmistakable and are thrown into refreshing relief by contrast
with the womanly woman, Julia: Sylvia, her rawness apart, is
sceptical about Paramore's disease. She thinks that what is wrong
with her father's illness is too much eating, and what is wrong
with Paramore is that he is an ass. She is keenly observant and
analytical. She analyses Charteris's attitude to women. She
analyses her sister's jealous nature, and when Charleris wants
her to play on it by flirting with Paramore, she corrects Charteris
and suggests " that it would be more effective if Grace did it."
So, she is able to save Charteris from Julia.
The womanly woman of the play, Julia Craven, is " a beautiful,
dark, tragic looking, woman." She rages, screams, strikes people
and then turns pathetic. Her younger sister calls her the family
baby. She is extremely jealous of other women and calls the
women friends of Charteris names. She has no self-respect what-
ever, and wants to marry Charteris if only he lets her. The stage
direction at the close of the play, "The rest look at Julia.........
with concern, and even a little awe, feeling for the first time the
presence of a keen sorrow," would seem to suggest that Shaw
intends us to look on Julia as a victim or better as a pawn
in the game played by the Life Force to evolve a better race. Was
not Julia being unconsciously impelled by the Life Force to find
a suitable father for her children? Was it not her tragedy that
Charteris escapes?
Charteris is the male Positive Character in the play and we must
take it that he is a true Ibsenite. He laughs at himself, and has
clever, imaginative, humourous ways, He laughs at the ideals
of duty and is sceptical about Paramore's researches. He is
1.   The PWtwfartr, p. 45, l.c.
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